Coming of Beowulf
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	None Of the wise ones regretted his going, much 

As he was loved by the Geats: the omens were good, 

And they urged the adventure on. So Beowulf 

Chose the mightiest men he could find, 

The bravest and best of the Geats, fourteen 

In all, and led them down to their boat; 

He knew the sea, would point the prow 

Straight to that distant Danish shore.
	

	"We are Geats, 

Men who follow Higlac. My father 

Was a famous soldier, known far and wide 

As a leader of men. His name was Edgetho. His life lasted many winters; 

Wise men all over the earth surely 

Remember him still.
	

	They have seen my strength for themselves, 

Have watched me rise from the darkness of war, 

Dripping with my enemies' blood. I drove 

Five great giants into chains, chased 

All of that race from the earth. I swam 

In the blackness of night, hunting monsters 

Out of the ocean, and killing them one 

By one; death was my errand and the fate 

They had earned. Now Grendel and I are called 

Together, and I've come.
	

	I have come so far, 

Oh shelterer of warriors and your people's loved friend, 

That this one favor you should not refuse me— 

That I, alone and with the help of my men, 

May purge all evil from this hall. I have heard, 

Too, that the monster's scorn of men 

Is so great that he needs no weapons and fears none. 

Nor will I.
	

	God must decide 

Who will be given to death's cold grip. 

Grendel's plan, I think, will be 

What it has been before, to invade this hall 

And gorge his belly with our bodies. If he can, 

If he can. And I think, if my time will have come, 

There'll be nothing to mourn over, no corpse to prepare 

For its grave: Grendel will carry our bloody 

Flesh to the moors, crunch on our bones 

And smear torn scraps of our skin on the walls 

Of his den.
	

	Choose a quote from the text that strikes you.  Type it in this box.   Paraphrase it. 


	


