Discussion Questions for George S. Patton’s “Blood and Guts” speech.  Answer the questions in complete sentences on a separate sheet of paper after reading the speech.

1.  Is it presumptuous for General Patton to tell the men why they are there fighting in the war?  Do you think the reasons that he gives are true for all of the men?

2. Is it true that “real men” like to fight?  Does this mean that men who object to war or strive for peace aren’t as masculine as men who like violence?

3. Do you agree with the General’s statement that winning is an American obsession and that American’s hate cowardice?

4. Patton says, “[Battle] brings out all that is best and removes all that is base”.  Do you agree?  Explain.

5. Patton gives a hypothetical example of a truck driver who hides instead of completing his mission because he is scared (113).  He suggests that America would not enjoy the freedom that it has if everyone thought like that.  What effect do you think this story had on his men?  Explain.  

6. List three emotions that Patton is attempting to inspire in his men and explain how he establishes each of these emotions through his speech.

7. List three tone words that best describe Patton’s persona.  Explain how he establishes this image of himself through his speech. 

8. Would it be a good idea to give Patton’s advice to our soldiers serving in Iraq and Afghanistan?  Explain. 
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