Discussion Questions for Stalin’s Radio Address, July 3, 1941.  Answer the questions in complete sentences on a separate sheet of paper after reading the speech.
Comprehension

1.  Why do you think that Stalin characterizes the Red Army as being heroic, even though they have lost so many battles and territories to the Germans?

2. What effect is Stalin hoping to achieve when he tells his audience, “A grave danger hangs over our country”?

3. What examples from history does Stalin provide to support his point that no armies are invincible?  Why do you think he feels compelled to make this point?

4. What is the logic behind destroying farms and natural resources?  Why would Stalin want his people to ruin the infrastructure of their own country in areas occupied by the enemy?

5. Why does Stalin say that this war is different than “an ordinary war”?  Who is fighting this war?

Analysis

6. What do you think about Stalin’s vision for Soviet victory?  Is it appropriate for a leader to ask his entire people to participate in a war?  If everyone is participating in the war then does that mean there is no such thing as a civilian?

7. What kind of persona is Stalin creating through this speech?  Find three words from the tone list to describe how he is presenting himself and explain why you chose them.

8.  Do you think that this speech is an effective motivational tool?  Would you be inspired by his words if you were a Soviet citizen?
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