The Sniper Questions

Read the paragraphs of “The Sniper” which are indicated below, and answer the questions.

1. P2: What do we understand about the sniper from the description of his appearance? 

2. P3-4: What can we infer from his decision to risk lighting the cigarette?

3. P5-6: How does this set us up for the two shootings later in the story? 

4. P8-9: What do these reveal about the sniper?

5. P12-13: What does the sniper’s action here imply about his character? 

6. P16: Why does the author reveal the sniper’s cleverness?

7. P18: What additional aspect of his personality is seen here?

8. P21: How does his paragraph alter our perception of the sniper? 

9. P22: How does this section reinforce the sniper’s image? 

10. P24: How does this section make the sniper more human, more like people we may know?

11. List specific characteristics you see in the sniper. 

12. The Sniper






Name ___________________

Vocabulary 

1. beleaguered


a.
chatter, babble

2. spasmodically

b.
image, profile

3. waging


c.
tower, tall structure

4. ascetic


d.
to look at carefully

5. breastwork


e.
severe, plain

6. concussion


f.
railing, fence

7. darted



g.
sudden violent movements

8. dressing


h.
set, placed

9. forearm


i.
smell

10. fractured


j.
engaging in, pursuing

11. gibber



k.
trick, ploy

12. hail 



l.
hasten, rush

13. lodged


m.
unkempt, dirty, soiled

14. muzzle


n.
bombardment, storm

15. parapet


o.
arm, appendage

16. paroxysm


p.
bandage, gauze

17. peered


q.
shooter

18. ruse



r.
stuffing, packing

19. silhouetted


s.
worried, troubled, stressed

20. sniper



t.
convulsion, seizure

21. tattered


u.
discharging end of a weapon

22. turret



v.
impact, shock

23. wadding


w.
fortification, defense

24. whiff



x.
break, crack, split

During the war, there were many specialized army corps of ______________ that were restricted to certain special duties that involved ____________ war against high political officials and killing them in a _________ of bullets.  Although the job was stressful and the men felt _________ at times, they felt proud to serve their country and didn't mind being __________ in hot, dirty hotels, sitting around, waiting for the shape of the target to appear on a high ___________.  Then the __________ would take aim at the figure of the target standing ___________ against the sky.  After a killing, they invariably relished the chills that ______________ shook their bodies.  Sometimes, the firing resulted only in a temporary _____________  that laid the target up for a week or two, or worse, only a ______________ of a leg or _____________ which could be easily cured with iodine and ________________.  In these cases, the frustrated sniper would sigh and ___________ to himself, take a ____________ of the gun's __________ to as if something is wrong with the gun and not him, and move on down the road. In his _____________ clothes you could see him, _____________ and serious, planning his next attempt on the target.  

The Sniper 






Name ________________

1. As the story begins, the city of Dublin is 

a.
engaged in World War I



b. engaged in World War II

c. engaged in Civil War

d. under terrorist attack

2. The sniper is 

a. thoughtful and serious

b. relaxed and happy

c. dark and attractive

d. anxious and nervous

3. His decision to light a cigarette

a. was to calm his nerves

b. was to show the other sniper he was not afraid

c. precipitated his next two murders

d. succeeded in attracting the attention he wanted

4. The sniper 

a. hates his enemy 

b. comes to respect his enemy's marksmanship

c. loves his enemy, but has to kill him anyway

d. feels neither love nor hate 

5. Why does the sniper decide not to fire at the armored car?

a. It would give away his position.

b. It would waste his bullets.

c. The car is on his side.

d. His bullets cannot pierce the steel.

6. The killing of the unarmed woman was

a. not justified because she was unarmed

b. justified because she gave away his position

c. justified because she was a secret agent

d. not justified because she was a woman

7. The sniper is hit because

a. he gave away his position when he shot the woman

b. he gave away his position when he lit the cigarette

c. he gave away his position when he stood up

d. he gave away his position when he took off his cap

8. After the sniper is hit

a. he carefully takes out the bullet with small pinchers

b. he carefully dresses his wounds with iodine

c. he panics and shoots the other sniper immediately

d. he runs  

9. The sniper uses these to trick his enemy.

a. his cap and his rifle

b. his cap and his revolver

c. his cap and a stick

d. a stick and his jacket

10. At the end of the story, the sniper discovers his enemy is really his

a. cousin

b. friend

c. father

d. brother 

11. List specific characteristics you see in the sniper.

a

b

c

d

12. What does the sniper do that makes him more human?

13. Which of the sniper's murders do you find most villainous?  Why? 

14. What fact about both snipers helped set the reader up for the ending?  

