OPTIC – a strategy for analyzing visual texts
O – Observations: What do you see?  Write down the details you notice.
P – Patterns: What is the focal point or what stands out the most?  How are objects and/or people arranged in the image - at eye level, below eye level, above eye level, in the center, to the left, to the right?  Do you notice any details that are being contrasted with each other?  Do you notice any symbols?  Are any details in the image repeated?

T – Title: Does the image have a title?  If yes, what does the title suggest?  Is there any text in the image- a caption, or words in the image itself?  What might this text suggest?

I – Inferences and Interrelationships: How are the details are related, both to one another and the image as a whole?  Consider how the details come together to create a mood or convey an idea or argument.  

       Phrases to describe tone/attitude:


The image creates a feeling of…


This image conveys the idea that…through the use of….


The speakers (creator of the image) seems to suggest…

C – Conclusions: Given what you see and what you know about the image, what do you think it means? What message do you think the creator is trying to express? What other messages, if any, does this image express? What do you think might have been the intended purpose of this image? Who is the intended audience?  Do you think this image effectively achieves its purpose? Why or why not?
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